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Education & Development
To provide educational, developmental and social opportunities; enabling the development and growth of learning
both in the village school and in the wider community to enhance knowledge and skills; focusing on:
ED1 Nursery Care and Primary Education

Figure1: School entrance
Background
1. Langham School is a rural village school and has strong links with St Peter and St Paul Church of England Church
in the Parish of Langham. The school was relocated to its current site and opened in 1972, with the main
entrance to the school being located on the Burley Road. The school converted to academy status on 1st July
2013.
2. Langham Nursery and Wrap-Around Care is a pre-school and out-of-school club which provides care from birth
to 11 years of age during term time. This facility is set within the school grounds and is also accessed via the
main school entrance. The nursery is a pre-fabricated portable building, managed by a committee of school
governors and is run as a separate business from the school.
Present Situation
3. Langham School has been extended and improved in recent years and currently offers surfaced play areas,
an AstroTurf pitch, and a grass playing sports field, a trim trail, a nature garden, a pond area, an allotment
and a chicken run. The Village Design Statement (VDS) states ‘The grounds of Langham CE Primary School
make an important contribution to the character of the village, which are visible from the road’.
(www.langhaminrutland.org).
4. The school also provides an on-site nursery for babies and ‘pre-schoolers’, along with wrap around care for
school children during term time. Both the school and the nursery share a main entrance, along with a small
staff car park. There are 55 members of staff (45 from Langham School and 10 from the Nursery). (Langham
CE Primary School & Langham Nursery & Wrap Around Care May 2015)
5. The local school – Langham Church of England Primary School (LCEPS) – has just over 218 pupils ranging
from 4 to 11 years of age. Fewer than half live in Langham and the rest are drawn from neighbouring
parishes. 'The school became a stand-alone converter academy in September 2013, and there has been a
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recent change of ‘head’ at the school. Whilst previously having been judged as an outstanding school in
2009 by Ofsted, a recent Ofsted report has given an overall effectiveness of 'requires improvement.
However, the report follows this assessment with the comment that the newly appointed' executive head
teacher and head of school have made an immediate difference to the school and their actions are
improving the school rapidly. ' (Ofsted report 2015)
6. The school also has a large hall, a library, IT area and staff room. Recent additions include a cooking room,
roof solar panels and a roof refurbishment. (www.langhamprimary.co.uk) According to Pupil Place Planning,
there is ‘insufficient space within the existing site for expansion. The school is seeking to join the Rutland
Learning Trust and are expected to express an interest in providing a new primary school for the Oakham area’
(March 2015 - www.rutland.gov.uk).
7. Langham School attracts many children not only from the parish, but also from a large catchment area which
includes: Langham, Ashwell, Cold Overton, Knossington, Market Overton, Newbold, Owston, Teigh, Thistleton,
Whatborough and Withcote.
8. (www.rutland.gov.uk). The school also considers applications from outside of catchment area, when possible.
9. Not all children of Langham Parish attend their local school, but of those that do attend Langham School more
than half come from the large catchment area (see Comments - Children’s Survey Results 2014) and most
children are driven to school. In the Langham Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) Children’s Survey the most room for
improvement called upon by children was in the pathways to school. (see Children’s Survey Results 2014)
10. The school organises and hosts events, through the Parent and Friends Association (PFA), as well as for the
local community, notably the annual village show normally held in September. During the school holidays the
school is not generally available for public use.
11. With an Ofsted rating of ‘good’ (2015) (www.rutland.gov.uk), Langham Nursery currently provides a
maximum of 32 children with a place at any one time, with access to a breakfast club, a nursery and afterschool club. Places are available on a first come, first served basis and there is no guarantee of a place at
Langham School, as all first year entry admissions are dealt with by the local authority.
12. Due to the lack of space for parking, many members of staff (including the nursery manager) are forced to
park outside residents’ homes along the Burley Road. Those who are able to find a space in the car park, quite
often find themselves blocked in.

Figure 2: School Car Park
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13. Should the Governors, Head Teacher and other stakeholders ever wish (and find the finances) to move the
school to a location that provides more parking spaces, this, would indeed alleviate many of the congestion
and safety issues on the Burley Road, raised in the Community Survey of October 2014. However, it is not seen
as a viable option at this stage.
14. The nursery building has been improved in recent years with new wooden cladding, a covered outdoor area
and a secure outdoor sensory play area.

Figure 3: Langham Nursery & Wrap Around Care
Issues (from the 2014 Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaires)
1. Safety on pathways and approaches to school.
2. Inadequate car parking provision for Langham School and nursery staff & parents, which is also
impacting on local residents.
3. Drop off point/zone required.
4. Admissions challenges to gain a place at Langham School and Nursery.
5. Sustainability of a large primary school catchment area.
6. Nursery and wrap around care limited to term time only.
7. Sustainability of Langham School and Nursery current buildings on present site.
8. Community interest in using school grounds and facilities.

Objectives ED1: Primary School and Pre-school Provision





To ensure that Langham Church of England Primary School continues to provide outstanding
education, whilst remaining a small, rural village school which also provides for a limited local
catchment area.
To ensure that Langham’s provision of childcare, from birth to age 11, is sustained and enhanced.
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Proposal ED1a: Primary and Pre-school Provision
This Plan strongly recommends that Langham Church of England Primary School remains a
parish school for parish children with an optimal size that is maintained by addition
of pupils from a carefully managed local catchment area.

Proposal ED1b: Primary and Pre-school Provision
Whilst the responsibility for this lies outside this Plan, there are a number of suggestions that
the community has offered further to improve this provision:
 Extend provision of out-of-hours care to support working families even more.
 Use of school buildings and grounds for community events at weekends and during
holidays.
 Priority for nursery care is given to Langham children.
 Extend nursery care provision throughout the year.

Secondary, Post 16 Education
Background
1. Young people of Langham have the choice of four secondary colleges in Rutland: Catmose College
(approximately two miles from Langham), Uppingham Community College (approximately nine miles away
from Langham) and Casterton Business and Enterprise College (approximately 12 miles from Langham) and
Harington School (a free school for 16+ students, located within the Catmose Campus). These are all located
outside of Langham Parish. Independent schools are also available in Rutland for ages 11+ in Oakham and
Uppingham and some travel further afield to towns such as Stamford. There is also a residential therapeutic
school in Rutland, Wilds Lodge School (ages 5 - 18).
2. Rutland County College in nearby Barleythorpe and Harington School in Oakham provide the closest fulltime post 16 education for Langham currently. There are other colleges in Melton Mowbray, Stamford and
Corby. (www.rutland.gov.uk) All of the independent schools mentioned above also offer a full time post-16
education.
3. Langham does not have a dedicated Adult Learning facility; however Rutland Adult Learning & Skills Service
(RALSS), a new centre for Rutland, opened in 2015 at the nearby Oakham Enterprise Park (OEP), Ashwell,
having relocated from Oakham (www.rals.org.uk).
Present Situation

4. Rutland County Council’s Settlement Appraisal states Langham’s secondary school as ‘Catmose College,
Oakham’. (see: Town & Village Appraisal Update 2013).
5. Catmose College is an ‘outstanding’ (Ofsted 2012) secondary academy school (www.catmosecollege.com). It is
an extremely popular choice for Langham pupils.
6. However, Secondary Education and Further Education are seen to be ‘poor’ by the parish. According to the
2014 Neighbourhood Plan Survey, half of the respondents recognised that good Further Education is accessible
close by, half are concerned that is not as available as it should be and there is fear of overcrowding, lack of
choice and not automatically being eligible for the nearest college (Catmose College). Adult education is seen
to be missing in Langham and the suggestion is that there is certainly likely to be a demand. (See LNP Survey
2014).
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7. In this context, expansion at Catmose College has increased secondary 11 to 16 places. (Pupil Place Planning
17th March 2015 -www.rutland.gov.uk)
8. Young people are able to access a new post 16 free school in Rutland, The Harington School, in Oakham.
According to its online statement “This school illustrates Rutland’s need for a new provision to better service
the county’s more academic students, as well as those from a poor socio-economic background”.
(www.haringtonschool.com). It is possible, therefore, that such a facility could provide Langham’s young people
with wider opportunities in 16 - 18 education.
9. RALSS in partnership with Peterborough Regional College, provides opportunities for adults to improve their
skills through a wide range of academic and vocational courses at OEP. The partnership also offers a variety of
apprenticeships for both young people and adults (www.rals.org.uk). Residents currently need to travel outside
Rutland, e.g. Melton Mowbray or Stamford or further afield to access other adult learning sites. A key issue
identified in the 2014 Survey was transport needs, particularly for older residents. It may be possible to address
this via support provided by Voluntary Action Rutland (VAR) transport (Peter Hart reference).
10. RALSS has presently enrolled 1000 students part-time at OEP and the facility was rated ‘good’ by Ofsted (2015).
Issues
1.
2.
3.
4.

Access to nearest secondary college places at Catmose College, Oakham.
Residents perceive adult learning facilities in Rutland as ‘poor’.
Not sufficient information currently to establish residents’ preferences and aspirations for adult learning.
Access to facilities by older people, and by residents unable to use facilities during the daytime, are
particular challenges.

Objective ED2: Secondary and Post 16 Education
To ensure that secondary college places, post-16 places and adult learning in the village is available and accessible
to Langham youth.

Proposal ED2a: Secondary Education
In line with CS7 of the Core Strategy, this Plan supports the right of Langham parish
children aged 11+ to priority access to their most accessible secondary school at
Catmose College.
Proposal ED2b: 16+ Education
This Plan requires that the Parish Council uses its best endeavours to ensure that
RCC’s options for 16+ education are clearly defined and communicated.

Community Action ED2: Adult Education
There is a wide and varied provision of adult education available locally from places such
as Peterborough College and The Oakham Enterprise Park that needs to be more
widely publicised and more easily accessed.
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ED3 Activities & Sport
Background
1. Rutland County Council’s appraisal of settlements (updated in 2013) shows Langham’s services and facilities
include: ‘a mobile post office and library, a public house, sports/recreation ground, a village hall and a primary
school’. There is no convenience shop, doctor’s surgery, pharmacy or secondary school. (See: Town & Village
Appraisal Update 2013 –
www.rutland.gov.uk/local_plan/evidence_base_site_allocations/town__village_appraisals_2013.aspx)
2. With nearly 1400 inhabitants Langham’s ‘population covers a wide range with many retired people, but also
households with young families’. Langham is a ‘lively village, with sociable people who are supportive of each
other’. (www.langhaminrutland.org)
3. Langham has two churches (Church of England and Baptist), a village hall, a play area (Munday’s Close),
allotments, Rutland Polo Club, an outdoor and indoor bowls club, a fishing area at the canal, countryside walks,
cycle routes, bridleways (see Natural Environment) and two pubs (The Noel Arms and The Wheatsheaf).

Figure 4: Langham Interests, Activities and Sports
Present Situation
4. According to the 2014 Survey, the single most desirable interest in the village, is the Grade 1 listed St. Peter
and St. Paul’s Church. This impressive 13th-century heritage building is part of the Benefice of Rutland and the
Diocese of Peterborough and offers a broad range of religious services for all ages, and hosts music concerts, a
bell-ringing team and events during the year in support of the Church and wider local community; and it
continues to have strong links with Langham School.
5. Langham also has a Baptist Church set in tranquil surroundings, established in 1855. It offers regular religious
services and is host to a baby and toddler group (source:
http://www.langhaminrutland.org.uk/pdf/chapelopening.pdf)
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Figure 5b: Baptist Church

Figure 5a: Village Church

6. Langham’s main events include a Street Market which is held every other year (August) and its proceeds
support the community. There is also an annual village show normally hosted at the school in September.
7. A bi-monthly newsletter, Langham News, is a key community publication to keep residents updated on what is
happening in Langham.
8. Recently, Langham Events Group (LEG) has been set up (2015) to support fund raising for village events
(Langham News June 2015).
9. Langham village hall hosts a large range of activities and functions, such as: the Langham and Barleythorpe WI,
dog training, carpet bowls, quilting, gardeners association and zumba to name but a few (a full list is available
at: bookings@langhaminrutland.org). Over 250 bookings were placed for events and activities over the past
year. The Parish Council meets in the village hall, and organises its public meetings there. The village hall also
hosts a Tuesday morning community café, along with a weekly Post Office service. In the past, the village hall
has hosted cinema evenings and has recently acquired Wi-Fi facilities.

Figure 6: Langham Village Hall
10. Residents in the village are also able to access activities and facilities in nearby Oakham, e.g., Catmose Sports
Centre, Oakham Rugby Club and the Rutland Agricultural Society; and further afield in Melton Mowbray,
Stamford, Corby, Grantham, Leicester, Nottingham and Peterborough. All of these centres are accessible from
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Langham by public transport, with change of train or bus in several cases (see Public Transport section under
Essential Infrastructure for details).
11. Residents are also able to access the Active Rutland Hub on the OEP site for several sports activities and clubs
including cross-fit, gymnastics and judo.
12. Langham’s sports clubs include the Rutland Polo Club and Langham Bowls (outdoor pitch). For cricket, tennis
and badminton, residents use facilities outside of the parish. Swimming is the most popular sport amongst the
children (Children’s Survey 2014), with the nearest public pool being at Catmose College (approximately two
miles distant).
13. The playing area (Munday’s Close) was originally created for children in the Village who would otherwise have
nowhere to play – and it continues to serve that purpose today.
14. The play equipment is designed for children between the ages of 18 months and 14 years. For the younger
children there are swings, a slide, a climbing frame, springs, and an Adventure Trail, as well as scope for creative
play.
15. For teenagers there is a tarmac area with a skateboard ramp, football field with goal posts and a specially
designed ‘Teenage Seating Unit’.

Figure 7: Playing field at Munday’s Close
Issues
1. Over one third of survey respondents do not think there are sufficient outdoor groups and activities
available to residents.
2. Need to improve leisure /play area facilities available to children which are, at present only available at the
playing fields at Munday’s Close.
3. Need to enhance availability, accessibility and quality of outdoor space in the village (Cricket Club & Walking
Club).
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Objective
To ensure the availability of accessible, healthy and attractive locations for a growing range of leisure and sports
activities to suit all ages.

Community Action ED3: Activities & Sports
Langham is fortunate to have a wide range of clubs and activities on offer, many run by
volunteers. Some areas where residents might extend this offer are:
 Residents with children might consider informal organisation of activities such
as summer camps.
 Forming ad hoc leisure/sports groups and clubs e.g. walking, swimming and cycling.
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ED POLICIES IN LINE WITH CORE STRATEGY
Policy CS 7 – Delivering socially inclusive communities
Policy CS 18 – Sustainable transport and accessibility
CONSULTED
Mrs V Page, Village Hall Bookings bookings@langhaminrutland.org
Mrs J Lord, Headteacher - LCEPS (Retired)
Mr R Gooding, Executive Headteacher – LCEPS office@whissendine.rutland.sch.uk
Miss S Richards, N&WAC nursery@langham.rutland.sch.uk
Mr M Frisby, Langham Village History Group mike.frisby@langhaminrutland.org
Children at LCEPS (2014 Classes 1- 6)
People of Langham Parish (2013 - 2015)
Mr P Duncan, LPC peter.duncan@langhaminrutland.org
Ms. S Baker, RCC SBaker@rutland.gov.uk
Mr. P Hart, VAR
Representatives at the Open Day 18.6.2015 RALSS adultlearning@rutland.gov.uk
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